SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
ILKLEY LITERATURE FESTIVAL

ABOUT THE FESTIVAL
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Nestling in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales…
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DAYS IN
OCTOBER

… and flanked by the two major cities of Leeds and Bradford, Ilkley hosts the
North of England’s largest festival of writing and literature.
Established for over 40 years, the Festival welcomes leading contemporary fiction
authors, poets, travel writers, sports journalists, scientists, food writers, historians,
economists and current affairs commentators.
Just look at our past record – where else could you see Alan Bennett,
Clare Balding, Michael Portillo, Jamie Oliver, Carol Ann Duffy,
Jeremy Paxman, Kirsty Wark, Benjamin Zephaniah, Simon Armitage,
Michael Morpurgo and Michael Palin, all in the same town.
As an arts charity, the Festival also has a commitment to support the work of
new and emerging writers. There’s a vibrant Children’s Festival, events for Young
People and a wealth of lively free fringe events.
We have delightful venues to host our events, all framed by the backdrop of
the majestic Ilkley Moor. The coup de gras is the ornate listed, early nineteenth
century King’s Hall, which seats over 500 with the adjoining Winter Gardens
proving an ideal place to hold an elegant drinks and canapés reception.
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THE FESTIVAL IN NUMBERS

04

Ilkley Literature Festival has an audience of 25,000 people …
• Which includes a large percentage of ABC1s with a high level of
disposable income and an interest in food, travel and the arts
• Covering 100% of Yorkshire postcode areas and 57% nationally
• Who spend an average of £50 on tickets alone
• With 92% of audience members surveyed rating the Festival as
excellent or good and 97% planning to attend again

MARKETING COVERAGE
Thank you for the brilliant event
– we came over especially for
this and it did not disappoint.
Ilkley is just great – well done.
Audience member

As a sponsor you can benefit from your branding featuring across our marketing.

• 290,000 website hits annually
• 20,000 Festival programmes distributed – 9,000 mailed direct
• Regular eNewsletters sent to over 8,100 subscribers with high open
and click rates
• 4,000+ Twitter followers and 3,000+ Facebook fans, with numbers
rising every month
• 76,000 themed brochures and flyers
• 660 primary and secondary schools receive our special children’s and
young people’s leaflets
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WHY SPONSOR US?
The Festival has an excellent record of working closely with business sponsors and
partners to create an exciting range of schemes, from high profile to more low
key involvement.
We aim to accommodate each sponsor’s distinct objectives, whether this is
focussed on one key target audience or broad brand building and awareness.
By supporting Ilkley Literature Festival you’re embarking on a partnership with a
creative organisation that will offer you access to a unique form of sponsorship,
reaching a diverse audience, with an excellent return on your investment.

We’ll help you reach your objectives…
• Building brand awareness with our affluent and discerning audience
• Benefitting from our national and regional media coverage and online
Festival presence
• Showcasing your product to 25,000 Festival visitors
• Helping you meet your corporate social responsibility targets through
our exciting education programme
• Communicating your corporate identity and promoting your brand to
a range of stakeholders, from our audiences to the community, the
media and our high profile speakers
• Your branding on our marketing materials arriving in inboxes and on
doormats across the North
• Giving your clients and staff the opportunity to enjoy exclusive
hospitality experiences
And you’ll be ensuring the future of this major cultural institution.
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Thanks so much for all your
organisation for the David
Starkey event yesterday
evening – it really was superb.
We’ve had some very positive
feedback already from our
guests and the team at JM
Finn were extremely happy.
Oliver Tregoning, J M Finn & Co
– event sponsor for David
Starkey event May 2015
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CHOOSE A PACKAGE
THAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU
MAJOR AND PRINCIPAL PARTNERS
BESPOKE PACKAGES FROM £4,000
We’ll work with you to create a bespoke partnership that delivers against your
chosen criteria. A package could include:

We are delighted to continue our support of Ilkley
Literature Festival. By working together we have
been able to increase the number of children and
young people attending events, meeting authors
and taking part in workshops which are all aimed
at enthusing them about reading and writing.
Helen Clapham, Director of External Relations at
Grammar School at Leeds – major sponsor of the
Children’s Festival since 2012

• Author event sponsorship
• Venue sponsorship
• A series of themed events
• Community outreach
• Invitation to VIP reception with networking opportunities
• Extensive brand exposure including brochure, PR material
and press coverage
• Complimentary tickets to headline events

INDIVIDUAL EVENT SPONSORSHIP
FROM £400 – £1,500
Depending on the venue, audience capacity and author, this package provides the
opportunity to associate your company with a signature event.

• Complimentary tickets and the chance to provide corporate
entertainment for your clients
• Brand your venue for the event and distribute promotional material,
samples or goodies to our audience
• Benefit from an on-stage acknowledgement and digital
screen advertising
• Your logo will appear alongside the event in the programme
and on the website

OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT ILKLEY LITERATURE FESTIVAL
•
•
•
•

Become a Corporate Member for £250, acknowledged as such in the brochure
Support our year-round developmental work with schools and in the community
Sponsor one of our writing competitions
Support our Fringe Festival
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MAKING OUR MARK
YEAR ROUND
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Ilkley Literature Festival is so much more
than a series of world class literary events
Take a look at the Stanza Stones Poetry Trail – a 43 mile trail across the
South Pennines featuring specially commissioned work by poet Simon Armitage.
Who else has carved poetry onto the landscape!

Great event last night – I thoroughly enjoyed
myself. Loads of our guests have been emailing
to say how much they enjoyed it too!
Dr Susan Watkins – Director of Centre for
Culture & the Arts, Leeds Beckett University
– sponsor of headline events in 2014.

Words in the City, a weekend of poetry in Bradford each June including special
events for children and families.
Special events at other times of the year with leading names such as
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Maxine Peake and David Starkey.

And there’s an established development programme of year round community
initiatives:

• Working with inner city schools in Leeds and Bradford providing
children with access to exciting authors and writing and reading
activities
• A weekly Young Writers Group for teenagers, which includes some of
the most talented youngsters in the region
• Our annual Young Writers Summer School
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GET IN TOUCH
For more information on supporting Ilkley Literature
Festival please get in touch.
We are always keen to explore other creative ways for
organisations to be involved with the Festival.
Do not hesitate to give me a call to discuss your ideas.
Judy Passmore
Sponsorship Director
Tel: 07722 271146
Email: sponsorship@ilkleyliteraturefestival.org.uk

