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We want to say a special thank you to the Friends of Ilkley Literature Festival, without whom we would not be
able to develop and produce so much of the work we do. Throughout the last year, your ongoing support has
been more important than ever, and we are so grateful for your generosity.
Membership starts from just £25 per year. If you are interested in becoming a Friend of the Ilkley Literature
Festival, you can find out more information by visiting: ilkleyliteraturefestival.org.uk/support-us
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Welcome to the ILF 2021 Spring Programme
WRITING & THE NATURAL WORLD DIGITAL
WEEKEND SAT 27– SUN 28 MARCH
Welcome to our second digital events weekend!
Thanks to all who tuned in to our first digital weekend
and who took the time to let us know what they
thought about this new way of connecting readers and
writers. For our Spring 2021 programme, we’re excited
to be exploring the relationship between words and the
natural world.
In the past year as the pandemic progressed, many of
us have found ourselves connecting with nature and
creativity differently. For some, the lockdowns have
meant deprivation; a severing of our ability to enjoy
cultural experiences and the pleasures of the outdoors.
For others, the pandemic has provided an opportunity
to revive our relationship with the natural world around
us. Lunchtime walks have replaced morning commutes
and, with limitations placed on leisure experiences
like going to the cinema, theatre or eating out with
friends, many of us have connected with our creativity
– writing, drawing, singing, playing, filming and making –
in ways we haven’t before.
Our Spring events will discuss our diverse responses as

humans to the natural world. We’ll explore the benefits
of nature writing for well-being, self-expression and
mental health, as well as examine why some voices have
historically been excluded from the genre, looking at
how this relates to both race and class, and how this is
beginning to change.
We are also delighted to present three brand new
commissions on the theme from poets Kim Moore,
Jason Allen-Paisant and Shash Trevett, and to showcase
six micro-commissions from Yorkshire artists working
a range of art forms, from poetry and spoken word to
soundscapes and experimental film. We hope you’ll
discover new writing and artists to enjoy, inspire and
provoke.
We are making plans for how we can return to live
events this autumn, slowly building back towards being
able to present more expansive and wide-ranging
programmes of events. For now, we hope you will
join us again online this spring and that we’ll be able to
welcome you in person once again before too long.
Until then, take care, ILF Team
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SAT 27 MAR, 2PM

SAT 27 MAR, 3.30PM

THEN AVAILABLE ON DEMAND UNTIL 30 APRIL THEN AVAILABLE ON DEMAND UNTIL 30 APRIL THEN AVAILABLE ON DEMAND UNTIL 30 APRIL

Natasha Carthew

Imbolo Mbue © Kiriko Sano

Corinne Fowler: Green
Unpleasant Land

Imbolo Mbue: How
Beautiful We Were
FREE ONLINE

In her latest book, How Beautiful We
Were, New York Times bestseller
Natasha Carthew
Imbolo Mbue explores what
Professor Corinne Fowler, from
happens when the reckless drive for
& Tanya Shadrick:
the University of Leicester, explores profit, coupled with the ghost of
Reclaiming the Wild
the countryside’s repressed colonial colonialism, comes up against one
Including the Launch of 2021 past, demonstrates its importance community’s determination to hold
as a source of ideas about
Nature Writing Prize for
on to its ancestral land and a young
Englishness, and questions the
Working Class Writers
woman’s willingness to sacrifice
countryside’s reputation as a retreat everything for the sake of her
FREE ONLINE
from urban life.
people’s freedom.
Join acclaimed nature writers
In Green Unpleasant Land, Fowler
This is a sweeping, wrenching story
Natasha Carthew and Tanya
presents historical evidence to
about the people from a small
Shadrick as they discuss what it
show that rural England was
African village, living in fear amid
means to be working-class nature
a place of conflict and global
environmental degradation wrought
writers in their respective fields of
expansion. Exploring how race,
by an American oil company.
fiction and non-fiction.
class and gender have created and
Interview by writer and researcher,
deconstructed England’s pastoral
Together, they highlight the
Yvonne Battle-Felton.
importance of authentic voices, give mythologies, Fowler argues that
Black
and
British
Asian
writers
have
readings from their latest works and
both shown attachment to English
discuss the barriers working-class
landscapes as well as challenged the
writers face when entering the
narrow and nostalgic views of rural
world of publishing. In this event,
England.
join Carthew as she launches this
year’s Nature Writing Prize for
Interview by lecturer in post-colonial
Working Class Writers.
literature, Dr Emily Zobel Marshall.
Tanya Shadrick © Dean K Holden

FREE ONLINE

Presented in partnership with
the University of Leeds
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SUN 28 MAR, 12.30PM

THEN AVAILABLE ON DEMAND UNTIL 30 APRIL THEN AVAILABLE ON DEMAND UNTIL 30 APRIL THEN AVAILABLE ON DEMAND UNTIL 30 APRIL

Testament

Kerri ní Dochartaigh:
Thin Places
FREE Online

Kerri ní Dochartaigh was born
in Derry, on the border of the
North and South of Ireland, at the
very height of the Troubles. One
parent was Catholic, the other was
Protestant. When she was eleven, a
homemade petrol bomb was thrown
through her bedroom window.
In Thin Places, a mixture of memoir,
history and nature writing, Ní
Dochartaigh explores how nature
kept her sane and helped her heal,
how violence and poverty are never
more than a stone’s throw from
beauty and hope, and how we are,
once again, allowing our borders to
become hard, and terror to creep
back in.
Interview by author and journalist,
Yvette Huddleston.

Matt Gaw:
Under the Stars

Helen Mort: Never
Leave the Dog Behind

Artificial light is everywhere. Not
only is it damaging to humans and
to wildlife, disrupting our natural
rhythms, but it obliterates the
subtler lights that have guided us
for millennia. In this beautifully
written exploration of the power of
light, Matt Gaw ventures forth into
darkness to find out exactly what
we’re missing.
Under the Stars is an inspirational
and immersive call to reconnect
with the natural world, showing how
we only need to step outside to find
that, in darkness, the world lights up.
Interview by author and former
Head of BBC Yorkshire,
Colin Philpott.

Award-winning writer Helen
Mort sets out to understand the
singular relationship between dogs,
mountains and the people who love
them. Along the way, she meets
search and rescue dogs, interviews
climbers, and spends time on the
hills with hounds.
Never Leave the Dog Behind is
also a personal memoir, telling the
author’s own story of falling in love
with a whippet called Bell during
a transformative year in the Lake
District. This is a compelling account
of mountain adventures and
misadventures, and captures the
unbridled joy of heading to the hills
with a four-legged friend.
Interview by writer and poet
James Nash.

FREE ONLINE
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SUN 28 MAR, 3.30PM

SUN 28 MAR, 5PM

THEN AVAILABLE ON DEMAND UNTIL 30 APRIL THEN AVAILABLE ON DEMAND UNTIL 30 APRIL THEN AVAILABLE ON DEMAND UNTIL 30 APRIL

Testament

Where is the Wild?:
A Conversation on
Writing, Landscape, and
Place
Lev Parikian:
Tangled Bank &
Disappearing Birds
FREE ONLINE

It’s often said that Britain is a nation
of nature lovers; but what does that
really mean?
Lev Parikian explores the many,
and particular, ways that he, and
we, experience the natural world
in his two latest books: Why Do
Birds Suddenly Disappear? and Into
The Tangled Bank. Parikian takes
us on a journey that celebrates
our collective relationship with the
natural world, what it might mean
to be a nature lover in Britain today,
and reminds us to find adventure
in life and regain contact with the
sights, sounds and smells of the
natural world.
Interview by writer and poet
James Nash.

FREE ONLINE

Join Testament, Harriet Fraser and
Dr Pippa Marland for a fascinating
discussion, which will address some
critical questions and conversations
around the politics of landscape
decisions, place, nature writing and
community that have been recently
emerging in both literary and public
circles.

Imbolo Mbue © Kiriko Sano

Ann Pettifor © Foyers Photography

Ann Pettifor: The Case
for the Green New Deal
FREE ONLINE

In 2008, Ann Pettifor and a group
of English economists developed
the first Green New Deal, but it was
ignored by policy-makers amidst the
chaos of the financial crash. Over a
decade later, the ideas were revived
by the democratic socialists in the
Presented in partnership with the ‘Land
US, including Alexandria OcasioLines: Tipping Points’ project based at the
Universities of Leeds and Bristol and part of Cortez.
the AHRC/UKRI-funded Landscape Decisions Critics have been quick to argue that
programme.
the Green New Deal could never be
To find out more head to:
implemented as it demands a radical
landlinesproject.wordpress.com
and urgent reversal of the current
state of the global economy. But, as
Pettifor argues, we need to rethink
the function of money and how it
works within the global system. How
can we bail out the banks and not
the planet?
Interview by journalist, filmmaker
and Chair of Leeds 2023, Ruth Pitt.
Sponsored by The Grammar School at Leeds
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FRI 30 APR, 7PM

Anita Sethi: I Belong Here

£12 INCLUDING A COPY OF THE BOOK (£16.99 RRP)
AVAILABLE FOR FREE COLLECTION OR £3.50 POSTAGE
Anita Sethi was on a journey through Northern England when she became
the victim of a race-hate crime. The crime was a vicious attack on her
right to exist in a place on account of her race. After the event, Sethi
experienced panic attacks and anxiety which made her long for wide open
spaces, to breathe deeply in the great outdoors.
Anita Sethi’s journey through the natural landscapes of the North is one
of reclamation, a way of saying that this is her land too. Sethi transforms
her personal experience into one of universal resonance, offering a call to
action, to keep walking onwards.
Interview by journalist and creative facilitator, Kirran Shah.
The event will feature an audience Q&A hosted by The Grove Bookshop’s
Mike Sansbury. Please send any questions you would like to ask Anita
Sethi about her new book to info@ilkleylitfest.org.uk. The deadline for
questions is 9th April and we’ll ask as many as time allows.
Presented in partnership with The Grove Bookshop
Anita Sethi © Tobias Alexandert

Jason Allen-Paisant – On Being a Black
Body in ‘Nature’: A Walking Lyric
SETTEE SEMINAR PODCAST, 21 MINS, FREE ONLINE

On Being a Black Body in ‘Nature’ is a lyric hybrid that combines poetry and
essay. One might call it a “lyric essay”. Weaving the musicality of poetry
into the more rationalist tone of the essay affords a blending of genres,
voices, languages, and selves, and a coming together of different fragments
of life and experience in new and interesting ways.
In this piece, Dr Jason Allen-Paisant tackles questions that arise at the
intersection of landscape, race, and history, sharing his migrant experience
as a Black West Indian living in Britain more than sixty years after the first
Windrush arrivals.
Available now wherever you get your podcasts.
Jason Allen-Paisant

BOOKING
Box Office tel: 01943 816714
Book Online: www.ilkleylitfest.org.uk
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A podcast series of fascinating short talks by leading experts,
available wherever you get your podcasts.
For more info, visit: ilkleylitfest.org.uk/whats-on/settee-seminars

